Kuca Rista
Ratkovica
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Nalazite se u dvoristu kuce u kojoj
je odrastaoc tvorac  prvog
modernog romana u Crnoj Gori
i jedan od najboljih crnogorskih
pjesnika, Risto Ratkovic. Pjesnik
koji je jos u tre¢em razredu osnovne
Skole u svom notesu zapisao da
ga ,ne zadovoljava stvarnost, da
ona nije sve”. Mozda zato Sto je ta
stvarnost pocetkom 20. vieka u
ovim krajevima bila izrazito teska
i surova. lako roden u uglednoj
I imucnoj trgovacko] porodici,
dietinjstvo Rista Ratkovic¢a obiljeZil
su siromastvo, jad i strahote
Balkanskin 1 Prvog svjetskog
rata. Studentske dane provodi
u Beogradu gdie se prikljucuje
miladim avangardistimai u¢estvuje
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Here you are in the yard of the
house inwhich Risto Ratkovic, the
author of the first modern novel in
Montenegro and one of the best
Montenegrin poets, grew up. The
poet who, as early as the third
year of elementary school, wrote
in his notebook that “reality did not
satisfy him, it was not everything”.
This might be because at the
beginning of the 20" century in
this area reality was extremely
difficult and severe. Although he
was born in a respectable and
prosperous merchant family,
Risto Ratkovics childhood was
marked by poverty, misery and
the horrors of the Balkan Wars
and World War |. He spent his

u radanju novih kulturnih pravaca
I pokretanju knjizevnih Casopisa.
Vec¢ 1927. objavijuje prva diela:
zbirku pjesama ,Mrive rukavice" |
kracu poemu ,Leviatan®.

Risto Ratkovié rano je izgubio
svoje najdraze. Smirt je motiv koji
se od pocetka proviaci kroz
negova diela. Smrt Zene koju
je wolio, 1931. godine bila je
prekretnica u njegovom Zivotu
i stvaralaStvu. Udarac od kog
nije mogao da se oporavi. Njoj
su posveceni neki od njegovih
najliepsih stihova:

. Tako sam retko uzimao i za nju | Za se,
Tako desto smo se sviadil kao vedar dan.
I &ini mi se da nema mesta na svetu
Gde nismo zajedno bili.

Mrtva si a tebe nema.

Zasto mine dodes. ..

Ta znas i kako si ohedala

Cesce da ces se meni javijat..."
{Poncé mene)

student days in Belgrade where
he joined the young avant-gardists
and participated in creating new
cultural movements and initiating
literary magazines. As early as
1927 he published his first works:
a poetry collection titled “The
Dead Gloves" and a shorter epic
poem “The Leviathan”,

Risto Ratkovi¢ lost his loved ones
too early. Thus, death is a motif
present in his works right from
the beginning. The death of the
woman he loved in 1931 was the
turning point in his life and creative
work. It was a blow he did not
recover from. Some of his most
beautiful verses are dedicated to
her:

So rarely did | take for her and for myself,
So often did we undress as a bright day.
And it seems to me there is no place in
the world

Where we were not together.

You are dead, and you are not here.

Why do you not comie to me...
Don't vou know: that vou promised

O Dvie godine kasnie, 1933.

Ratkovi¢ objavijuje “Nevidbog”,
dielo koje se smatra prvim
modernim romanom u crmogorskoj
knjizevnosti. Sastavljeno od
poglavia koja su prethodno
objavijivana kao posebne cieline,
dielo sadrzi puno autobiografskih

More often to appear to me...
(The Midnight of Me)

Two years later, in 1933, Ratkovic
published “Unseen God", a
work which is considered to
be the first modern novel in
Montenegrin literature. Made up
of chapters which had previously
been published as separate
units, the work contains many
autobiographical elements,
depicts World War | and describes
the region of Bijelo Polje, until then
rarely mentioned in literature.

At the recommendation of lvo
Andri¢ he entered the diplomatic
service in 1938, Over the next
eight years he lived in France, the
Soviet Union and Egypt, which
fascinated him the most, with
its mysterious Nile, and to which
he dedicated some poems,
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Bijelﬂ Polje - kulturna ruta

1. Crkva svetog Petra

2. Gradska dzamija

3. Zaviéajni muzej

4. Park pjesnika

5. Kuca Rista Ratkovica

8. Glavni gradski trg

7. Crkva svetog Nikole u Nikaljeu

8. Stari most na Bistrici | crikva u Violjaveu

9. Selo Bistrica
10, Manastir svetog Nikole u Podvrhu

elemenata, slika Prvi svjetski rat i
opisuje do tada u literaturi rijetko
pominjan bjelopoljski kraj.
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(O Po preporuci Iva Andri¢a, 1938.

godine stupa u diplomatsku sluzbu,
Tokom osam godina boravio je u
Francuskoj, Sovjetskom Savezu |
Egiptu, koji ga je najvise ocarao
tajnovitim Nilom i kom je posvetio
pjesme, izdate posthumno u zbirci
“Sa Orijenta”. lako su ga priviacile
svjetske metropole i pustinjska
prostranstva, bio je neraskidivo
vezan za zavicaj i Lim - rijeku
njegovog djetinjstva.
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posthumously published in the
poetry collection titled “From the
Orient”. Although he was attracted
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by world metropolises and the
vastness of the desert, he was
inextricably linked to his homeland
and the river Lim — the river of his
childhood. Only through them did
he manage to “forget his difficult
life".

“A thought then consumed me,
to calm myself a little

and the homeland to seek.”

The poet who'is said to “have had
more luck with words than with

Samo preko njih uspijevao je da
“zaboravija na svoj Zivot teZak”.

“Misao me obuze
Da malo ja se smirim
Zavicaj da potrazim.”

Pjesnik za koga kaZu da je “vise
srece imac sa rijecima nego sa
liudima”, umro je 1954. godine
u Beogradu, u nemastini, sam |
zaboravljen.

Kuca Rista Ratkovica pripada
najliepSem tipu orijentalne
arhitekture sa ocuvanim dvori§nim
zidom, kapijom i pratecim
objektima. Pri rekonstrukciji
2005. godine, sacuvana je
niena autentiCna arhitektura |
priagodena je organizovanju
razliGitih kulturnin manifestacija.
NajvaZnije su svakako Ratkoviceve
veceri poezije, koje se odrzavaju
od 1971. godine, i koje su
viemenom postale najznacéajnija
knjizevna manifestacija u Crnoj
Gori. Svakog septembra u
pistevom rodnom gradu okupljaju
se pjesnici iz zemlje i inostranstva
na dodjeli medunarodne nagrade
.Risto Ratkovic® za knjizevno
stvaralastvo, kao i nagrade za
milade pjesnike do 27 godina.

Risto Ratkovic’s

House

people”, died in Belgrade in 1954,
in poverty, alone and forgotten.

The house of Risto Ratkovic
belongs to the most beautiful
type of oriental architecture with
a preserved yard wall, a gate and
accompanying constructions.
During its reconstruction in 2005
its authentic architecture was
preserved and adapted to the

Ratkoviceve Veceri Pocrzije

organisation of various cultural
events. The most important
of those is certainly Ratkovic’s
Evenings of Poetry, which has
been held since 1971, and which
over time has become the most
significant literary festival in
Montenegro. Every September
in the writer's hometown poets
from home and abroad gather
for the handing out of the Risto
Ratkovic International Award for
literary work, as well as an award
for young poets up to the age of 27.



