Crapu KaMeHU MOCT
1 upkBa llpecsere

boropopuiie y
BomaBuy

KamMeHWM MOCT KOjW CTOjM Npef Bama
Beh BjEKOBMMA 4yBa TajHy CBOr
HacTaHka. He 3Ha ce 3acurypHo
KO U Kapa ra je carpagmo. Kaxy
fa je TO HajcTapuiy CroMEeHWK
M3 Typckor poba Ha  OBMM
npoctopuma. Mo ceom obnuky
n eenotv noacjeha Ha nyHO
NO3HATUE KameHe khynpuie Koje cy
LapeBw BE3WPW IPaguav LWXPOM
LapcTea.

JlereHpa kaxxe ga ra je carpagmo
HenMap [lpoko, HajcTapuju Y
rPYNU ,MPEKOIMMCKIX " HEUMapa,
Koje G jeceHn Habyjana Buctpuua
Huje NylTana aa npohy Ha apyry
cTpady. Hok je jegHe Hoku 6uo
Ha CTpavkW, Y CTpaxy je ybuo
He3HaHor xajoyka Koo Kor je
npoHalao epehy Aykara. [a om
OKajao rpujexe, oany4Mo je Aa
ca TWMM Oykatvma NoaurHe MocTt
Ha WcToM MjecTy. Majctopu cy
NPUOHYNM Ha nocao rpanehu

The stone bridge which stands in
front of you has kept the secrets
of its construction for centuries.
It is not known for certain who
built it and when. However, it is
said to be the oldest monument
from the Ottoman period in this
region. By its form and beauty, it
resembles the much better known
stone bridges which were built by
the emperor's viziers all over the
empire.

Legend says that it was built by
a builder called Proko, the oldest
one within a group of builders
from “across the Lim", who in
autumn were not able to cross
to the other side because of
the swollen River Bistrica. One
night, while he was on guard, in
fear he killed an unknown haiduk
(outlaw) on whom he found a bag
of ducats. In order to atone for
his sins, he decided to use those
ducats to build a bridge in that very
place. The builders got to work
building the stone bridge with a
special mortar. They made it with
egas and milk obtained from the
surrounding villages. The bridge
was soon built, but builcler Proko
did not pay the workers for their
work. In a rage they killed him and
buried him by the bridge, and then
they cursed the stone bridge with
the words: “Out of stone we built
you, we laid the stone, and may
God et you likewise remain stone
forever and ever..."

KameHW MOCT ca cChneuwjanHum
mMantepom. [Npasunn ¢y ra of
jaja u Mnrjexa koje cy nobujanm
13 okonHux cena. MocTt je 6p3o
carpaheH, anv Hewmap [lpoko
HWie nnatmo pagHuke. OHU cy
ra y Bujecy younu n 3axkonanu
Nopef MocTa, a KaMeHy Rynpujy
npoknenu pujeunma: ,0g kameHa
TerpagrucMo, KameH carpaancmo,
JAaborpa kameHa 1 octana Aok je
ceujeTa 1 sujexa...”

KameHu MocT carpakeH je 6nuay
ywhka pujeke buctpuue y Jlim,
y Mjecty JlosHa Jlyka, Koje je
HeKan npunagano  BEeNWKOM
umarsy obnwkre Upkee Ceerte
boropogvue y Bomaeuy. Ha
MMarsy CY Ce Hanasunk LIDKBEeHW
BMHOrpagw, No Kojuma je Migcto
AOBWANO KMeE, a 1 fiaHac ce nopeg,
LUPKEE Hanasw BWHOBA 034 cTapa
CTOTUHaMa roaKHa.

Lipkea [lpeceete bBoropoavue
y Bomaeuy nosHatvja Kao

Boropoovua BucTpuuka, jeaHa

je on HajcTapujux y OBOM Kpajy.

The stone bridge was built near
the confluence of the River Bistrica
and the River Lim, in the location
of Lozna Luka (Vine Harbour),
which once belonged to the large
estate of the nearby Church of
the Most Holy Mother of God in
Voljavac. On the estate were the
church vineyards, after which

the place was named, and even

today beside the church there
is a grapevine which is several

centuries old.

CarpaheHa 1186. roguHe,
cMmarpa ce jenHoM of, NpBuX
sapykbuHa Credana Hewmarbe
Ha oOBWM npocTopumMa. Huje
CUrYPHO fa nW je upKea Tana
Yy LWenoctTy nogurHyta unud je

The Church of the Most Holy
Mother of God in Voljavac, better
known as the Holy Mother of God
of Bistrica, is one of the oldest
churches in this area. Built in
11886, it is considered to be one
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ODHOBILEH  HEKWM  3anyluTeHw
Xpam. Y 6nM3vHM  UpKee Cy
npoHaheHy  BpojHK  Hanasu
KACHOaHTUYKOT mMatepujana,
HEKONMWKO  HAArpobHWx cTena
W dparmeHTn  enurpadckor
cnoMeHnka Koju noTephyly Aa
je oBaj nokanuter Buo 3HaYaHO
KYIITHO MJECTO W'Y KaCHOAHTUHKOM
nepuoay. HakoH ckupatba

. Stari most na Bistrici i crikva u Voljavcu

0. Manastir svetog Nikole u Podvrhu

of the first legacies (memorial
churches) of Stefan Nemanja in
this region. It is not certain whether
the entire church was built then or
whether some dilapidated temple
was rebuilt. Numerous finds of
Late-Antique material, several
tombstones and fragments of
inscribed monuments have been
found in the proximity of the church

obpylleHor nyTa, apxeonosw
CY OTKPWIM W HOBE NpocTopuvje
Ha CjeBEepPHO], jy»KHO] 1 3anagHoj
cTpaHi xpama, Koje npwnapgajy
KacHo] hasu  npowMpuearsa

which all confirm that this locality
was a significant place of religious
practice even in the Late-Antigque
period. After the removal of the
collapsed road the archeologists

The Old Stone Bridge
% and the Church of the
Most Holy Mother of

God in Voljavac

upkeeHor npoctopa. CoHaaxHa
UCTPaXKKMBarka nokasana cy
Aa Cé Ha NPOCTOpPY OKO LPKEe
Hanaze OpPojHW CpenreRjEKOBHN
rpoboen.

Lipkea y Bomaeuy je mana
jeaHobpoAaHa rpabeeuHa
ca NONYKPY>KHOM  ancuiom,
casugaHa oa cure. CurypHo je ga
je upkea bunu xUBONMCcaHa, jep
Ce W faHac mory BUajeTv octaum
jaxko owTteheHor xueonunca. Y 18.
BUJEKY LIDKBY CY NopyLUMnm TypLu,
a HeKW Kaxky fa je Baw o HeHux
nopylwieHux 3maoea  carpaked
KaMeHW MOCT Ha bBueTpuuw.
Xpam je obHoBmeH 1995. roanHe
Kaaa je NoaWrHyT W MaHacTUPCKK
KOHaK,

also discovered the new premises
on the northern, southern, and
western side of the temple,
which belong to the late phase of
expansion of the church's space.
Soundings carried out on the
site have shown that numerous
medieval graves are located in the
area around the church.

The church in Volavac is a
small single-nave construction
with a semi-circular apse, built
of sandstone. It is certain that
the church was fresco-painted,
because even today the remains
of badly damaged fresco paintings
can be seen. In the 18" century
the church was destroyed by
the Turks, and some people say
that the stone bridge over the
River Bistrica was built from the
rubble of its ruined walls. The
church was rebuilt in 1995 and,
somewhat later, construction of
the monastery dormitory started
and was finally completed in 2007 .




