Wild Beauty REC Iy
M—m Bjelasica, Komovi

BIKING ROUTES

BERANE




PESICA LAKE
View from Zekova glava




IMPRESSUM

All the data in this guide are product of careful research. Given
that the conditions related to marking, trails and signalization can
be changed, we do not guarantee the correctness of the infor-
mation in this guide. Use this guide on your own responsibility.
In case you are not sure, please approach experienced guides
for assistance. We appreciate all commentsand suggestions you
might have, and you can address them to e-mail office@bjelasica-
komovi.co.me.

Publisher: Regional Development Agency for Bjelasica, Komovi
and Prokletije

Donor: Government of Montenegro

Lay out of routes and signalization plan: Jovan Nikoli¢
Logistical support: SRD The Northern Way - Berane
Photography and design: Jovan Nikeli¢

Maps: OSM Contributors #Riverlim
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If you have mobile In-
ternet, GPS track can be
downloaded directly by
reading QR codes from
any of the pictograms and
imported it into the navi-
gation applications. If you
do not have Internet acce-
ss, by reading another QR
code you can get a route
itinerary which will ena-
ble you to navigate easily
with the help of printed
map. If necessary, you can
also use the web site www.
pedalaj.me as navigator,
and in addition there are
information boards with
maps at the starting po-
sitions of the trails con-
taining all the necessary
information.

All biking routes in this
region are entered in
OSM database, so they are
visible in the Open Cycle
Map and on Waymarked
Trails: Cycling, and if you
have any of Garmin devi-

SIGNPOSTING

® SENICA KATUN BAO5
® PESICA RUPA BAO5
@ PESICA LAKE BAO5
@ OLOMERSKA BAO5
WEB PAGES

ces, we recommend that
you use the map ROUTA-
BLE BICYCLE, which we
update regularly.

It is recommended that
you ride these routes
in company. Due to the
challenging terrains the
bicycle service equipment
it required, and, besides
carrying a GPS device (in
case it fails) it is desirable
to have a compass and a
printed map.

One of the top biking
trails - Enchanting East
(TT3) passes through the
territory of the munici-
pality of Berane as well
as new beautiful Katun
route that connects the
border mountains Cakor,
Mokra, Cmiljevica and
Hajla, which is equipped
with free camping sites
and the complete route is
well marked with signali-
zation.

4,3 km
5,5 km
6,5 km
6,8 km

www.bjelasica-komovi.me/en

www.pedalaj.me/en



Route BAoO1
Cercle Arond
Berane

This biking route leads through
suburban and rural areas of the
municipality of Berane. It is a bea-
utiful area, mild green landscape
of the valley of Lim decorated
with small plantations and orc-
hards.

The route starts in the village of
Budimlja on the northeastern side
and ends in the village of Lubnice
on the southwestern side of the

town, next to the river Bistrica, \\ 2
on the main road to Lubnice. To- \1% v
gether with a section of Top bi- %L\ = é//J
king trail 3 - Enchanting East (TT3) 7 4

it forms an interesting biking ring AN

around the town (30 km), which \/

is very convenient for undeman-
ding local cyclists or for tourists
who have stayed in the town and
wish to quickly explore surroun-
dings on two wheels and do not
have time to ride the attractive
mountainous terrain covered by
other Berane routes.

There are several historical sites
on the route, most interesting of
which (if you take full circle) is the
Monastery Djurdjevi Stupovi (XII
century).

As natural sites , particularly in-
teresting might be numerous ca-
ves, in particular Djato in Petnjik
village, Vrelo in Navotina village,
as well as numerous caves that
can be explored at the beginning
of the canyon Bistrica.
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Route BA02

Throagh the Woodlands
of Turiga and Jelovica

Very demanding mountain rou-
te with constantly alternating
pastures and large complexes
of coniferous and beech fore-
sts.

The route passes through se-
veral katuns - (Lokva, Konjsko
brdo, Meka, Turija, Patkovica,
Kapetanov laz, Jelovica), and
there is an abundance of fresh
water springs for which Bjela-
sica mountain is famous. The
road consists of a small percen-
tage of asphalt road, followed
by dirt road, and at the highest
altitudes there are paths that
meander through meadows
and occasionally forest.

The route has two starting po-
sitions. One is village Lubnice,
and the other is village Buce
from the point where the bi-
king route BAo1 ends. Both
starting positions are connec-
ted by Top biking trail TT3.
Departing from Lubnice is con-
venient for those who have
chosen the accommodation in
some of the rural households
that provide tourist services
and there are more and more
of them in this area, while de-
parture from Buce is a nice op-
tion for those who are moving
from the direction of Berane.
This route, at the location of
Jokov grob, connects Bera-
ne network of biking routes
with Andrijevica routes (which
have further connection to the
Plav-Gusinje routes), which al-
together, along with national

routes passing through the re-
gion, opens a great possibility
of combining different options
in different mountains and the
opportunity for several days of
top ride through Bjelasica, Ko-
movi and Prokletije.
There are several great van-
tage points on the route with
a view of the Jelovica, the
highest summits of Bjelasica,
Berane town and the valley
of river Lim, while particularly
captivating is the view of the
Komovi and the surrounding
mountains and peaks (Mojan,
Paunova, llijina glava, Zijeva,
Crnogora, Tomova glava, Bio-
grad) and it really leaves you
breathless.
As icing on this biking cake is
the lengthy descent from Pat-
kovica (ANo04) to Idzov lzvor
continuing through Ravna
Jelovica, once a large katun
settlement and nowadays
more of a weekend and picnic
resort and for Berane resi-
dents.
Here, the route passes by two
hotels that are located right on
the road making this location
a nice place for a break and a
pleasant refreshment before
moving on to Lubnice or Bera-
ne.
This trail should be ridden in
the summer months since its
sections in higher altitudes are
mostly impassable as the au-
tumn comes.
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Route BAo03

Thriough the Backwoods
of Berane Villages

The official starting point of
this route is the monastery of
Djurdjevi Stupovi (XII century),
directly from the TT3 national
trail, but you can also start
from village Lubnice connect-
ing via route BA04 across the
village Bastahe or via alternate
route BA04 across village Gla-
vaca, which is slightly different
option with a couple of kilom-
eters longer ride.

This is a genuine rural route
because it passes through
seven villages - Velidje, Ru-
jista, Kaludra, Zagrad, Vuca,
Glavaca and Crna Glava - and
also through several lowland
katuns that are crowded with
shepherds during spring and
autumn until the first snow.
The route begins with a steep
climb along the paved road to
village Velidje and then con-
tinues on macadam road up
to beautiful and flat hill Ses-
tarevac (1440m), which is a
nice vantage point and con-
venient place to rest. On this
stretch there is an attractive
canyon of river Susica and
cliffs of Tikva hill, as well as a
village road winding through
the village Velidje, across
Garevina to Sestarevac. From
Sestarevac follows a downbhill
ride through beech and oak

forests to the spring katun Ko-
sutnjak (1270m), and then via
the region which is called Re-
bra leads to the village Ruijista.
From Rujista the trail leads to
Kaludra village, and at the end
of the descent the trail reaches
the asphalt road that leads to
the village of Zagrad.
Following the road to Zagrad
very quickly you will reach the
place called Samograd where
you need to make a break. This
is a very important archaeolog-
ical site which dates from 390
AD. Originally there has been
an early Christian basilica that
was destroyed by the Goths
in _the fifth century, but the
foundations were conserved
and can be viewed from the
road. The entire complex of
Samograd was renovated dur-
ing Emperor Justijan’s reign
(Eastern Roman Empire), as a
city, fortress or spiritual center
continuing to exist to modern
times.

After Samograd, and a few
curves on asphalt road, you
reach the village called Za-
grad (village Behind the town
- Samograd), then the route
continues towards slightly
higher mountain regions, on
dirt road across the Debelo
Brdo hill toward the Ravni Pla-

12
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vac pass(1508m). From this pass
on, you can make a 1.5 km detour
to the katun Plavac where you can
order homemade meal - bread,
corn, sir, cream, jardum milk, sour
milk, eggs.

From this point on, all the way to
Berane or Lubnice, altitude is con-
stantly declining so that the ride is
completely relaxing, over the top
of Vuca pass, and then continuing
along the gravel road to village Crni
Vrh. This section will offer two turn-
ing points leading to Lubnice via vil-
lages Glavaca or Bastahe.

From hamlet Rosca near Crni Vrh,
the downhill intensifies and the
route continues directly through
the village of Crni Vrh all the way
to Djurdjevi Stupovi monastery,
which was the start but also is the
end of this rural adventure.

All in all this is one beautiful route
that can be ridden from early spring
to the late autumn when the colors
go crazy and leaves rustle under
the wheels, when the shepherds
return from their katuns bringing
the sounds of sheep bells back to
the meadows, when the brandy is
made in villages and the orchards
are bent under the weight of au-
tumn fruits.
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Route BA04

Bare Highlands of Bielasica

A beautiful route that leads
from Lubnice through villages
Bastahe and Glavaca to the
fourth reef of Bjelasica, the
least known region of Bjelasi-
ca to tourists, which is no less
attractive than other popular
parts of this mountain.

In the first 11 km route takes
us through farms and then di-
rectly from the village Glavace
a new ascent begins towards
the mountains and katuns Goj-
novac and Rasova and further
on to the plateau Potrkovo
(1967m) offering a fantastic
view on all four corners of the
world.

From Potrkovo route conti-
nues towards katun Bubanjska
Rupa, and then through Ostri-
kovci that includes the katuns
Senjak and Brklje, continues to
Torine where the route re-en-
ters the forest area, and over
Vijogora and summer katuns
Bunjevice, Lazine and Novakov
Do leads out to the wide pa-
sture plateau Suvo Polje (dry
field) (1920m), which is not so

dry and lean with numerous
ponds and shepherd’s huts.
From Suvo Polje route enters
the second stage, with a des-
cent through the summer ka-
tun Kojanovac and Lainska,
towards Sisko lake (1665m)
where it enters the zone of NP
Biogradska Gora.

From Sisko lake, through ka-
tun Siska and Sevarinsko lake,
a very beautiful and attractive
region, where there are the
two national top biking trails
TT2 and TT3, the downhill rou-
te continues through the ka-
tuns Livadice and Suvodo and
then through the village Kuri-
kuce it finally arrives in Lubni-
e,

Before arriving in village Ku-
rikuce you will come across
a mountain lodge Suvodo,
which offers accommodation
and good local food including
fresh trout and often can you
find the melon chilled in the
spring well that the bikers will
especially appreciate after a
long summer ride.

BARE HIGHLANDS OF BJELASICA (47 km)

BAO4 s
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1500
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Total Climb 2700m
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Route BAO5

Katans, Lakes And Heights

The most beautiful, the most
attractive and the most chall-
enging route in the Berane bi-
king set. Filled with adrenaline,
IT requires excellent physical
condition. The route on which
you will ride, push and occasi-
onally carry your bike on the
back. This is a route with two
return options that must be
ridden twice to fully complete
this beautiful adventure mosa-
Ie:

START (6.7km)

Start.of theroute is on the fifth
kilometer of Lubnice to Jelovit
ca, at the intersection of Pesi-
ca Lake, and the starting point
can be reached by route BA02.
From there, slightly harder as-
cent starts on excellent'gravel
road towards katun Senica
and 'katuns that are located
in Pesica Rupe, a large glacial
cirque, which is surrounded by
the highest peaks of Bjelasica,
Crna Glava andZekova Glava.
From-thelocation Pesica Rupe,
ie.-from the katun Lukoviste,
begins hike-a-bike' section to
Pesica Lake, one of the ‘most
beautiful ' 'lakes in  Bjelasica,
and then continuing further by
narrow trail to the Olomerska
pass, located between Zekova
Glava and Crna Glava. Olomer-
ska is'a great vantage point
and the point where the route
splits into two fabulous opti-
ons.

OPTION BA05A (14.20km)
This is a lighter option if you
take into account the length
of this route overlapping with
the existing hiking trail. A few
hundred meters south-west
to the summit Zekova Glava,
you will find a dirt road where
a lengthy downhill ride begins.
Riding these slopes is pure joy
and the view is unforgettable.
Very quickly you will get to the
eco-katun Vranjak, which can
be a nice break. The route then
passes by the mountain hut
Bjelasica, followed by location
known as the Crossroads/Ra-
skrsnica. As the name sugge-
sts it is a big crossroads where
you can go to Kolasin, Komovi
or Jelovica (the road leading
to the southern side is road for
Jeloyica).

Next you will come across a
farge forest complex, and after
3km from Crossroads/Raskr-
snica you need to turn sharply
to the left onto the gravel road
that leads to hidden and tuc-
ked Kkatuns Tusta and Padez.
When'you pass katun Padez it
will take 1.3 km to reach Ravna
Jelovica 'and connection with
BAO02 route that will, mainly by
asphalt roads, get you to Lub-
nice.

22



OPTION BAO05B (15.30km)

So, we’re back in the saddle
Olomerska, where opposite of
the option A, in the northern
direction, a somewhat more
difficult option of this route
begins. By taking a hiking trail
you reach Pitoma Ravan, and
then through Galica you get
just below the Crna Glava peak,
the highest point on Bjelasica.
This is a great opportunity for
a break and maybe conquer
this peak! For those who are
accustomed to single tracks a
great descent follows towards
Urslulovacko lake. For the rest
of you, not accustomed to sin-
gle track riding, you can easily
push your bikes.

From the lake you turn right
and then continue a bit more
downhill via a hiking trail until

23

the first farmers’ huts of the
katun Mali Ursulovac. From
there, the route connects to
the dirt road.

You continue the ride through
the large forests known as De-
sina gora, and then just before
the turn for Desin do village,
the route continues to climb
towards the location called Po-
jatiSte.

There is a beautiful hiking tra-
il that goes from Pojatiste to
Crna Glava, and just here, near
Pojatiste a fantastic natural
attraction known as Udovinji-
ca is hidden. From Pojatiste
through Velji Do and Sela, you
descend towards the end of
the route, and the end of this
route is in fact a connection to
the route BAO02.



UDOVINJICA

If after exhausting journey
there is some strength and
will still remaining, you really
should take a break at Pojati-
ste and search for a marked
hiking trail that leads to Udo-
vinjica. Udovinjica is actually
a series of impressive natural
ravines that wind through the
Zuta Platija/Yellow Plate. The
width of the ravines is 3-4 me-
ters, while the vertical cliffs
are up to 50 meters high. This
miracle of nature, which un-

til recently was hidden from
the nature lovers, was used in
the old times by the villagers
as a natural corral. History
remembers that at the times
of Ottoman Empire a terrible
death of male residents of the
village happened here, when
they were killed by the Alba-
nian tribe of Kliments. Many
widows remained after this
event, and because of that,
this place is called Udovinji-
ca (from the word udovica
which means widow).

KATUNS, LAKES AND HEIGHTS (21 km)

BA0S ik 5 E
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SENIC KATUN
View from Zekova glava
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Rural Household
KLJAJIC HOUSE
+382 69 738 692

+382 69 537 601
LUBNICE

Rural Household
THREE SPRINGS

+382 67 508 455
LUBNICE

Rural Household

SERENE HEAVEN

+382 68 027 556
GLAVACA

Rural Household

LITTLE VILLAGE

+382 67 027 556
KURIKUCE

Rural Household
KURMARDA
+382 67253 200
JELOVICA

Mountain Hut
SUVODO

+382 67 439 687
KURIKUCE

HOTEL PESIC

+382 67 435 775
JELOVICA

HOTEL JELOVICA

+382 67 514 833
JELOVICA

NATIONAL TOURIST ORGANISATION
OF MONTENEGRO
Call centar: 1300 (24h)
information@montenegro.travel
booking@montenegro.travel
complaints@montenegro.travel




KLJAJIC HOUSE



'UDOVINJICA -

REGIONALNA INA AG
Bjelasica, Komovi & Prok





